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BCS Written Syllabus: English (Compulsory)
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Part-B

Marks - 100
Candidates will be required to compose an essay on a topic related to an issue of topical relevance. The essay

must conform to the word limit set and must convey a candidate’s ability to express his or her ideas clearly and
correctly in English as well as reflect and analyze a topic of contemporary interest. (50 marks)

Translation from English into Bangla and Bangla into English

Candidates will be required to translate a short passage from Bangla into English and another from English into
Bangla. (25+25=50 marks)
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Model Translation
(Bangla to English)

Politics
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Trandation: In general, a socia problem refers to a condition or situation that is harmful and inconvenient for society. A
social problem does not arise only for atemporary period; it is more or less enduring, and the need for collectiveinitiativeis
felt in order to resolve it. Therefore, a social problem isa condition of social life that affects alarge section of the members
of society, is undesirable, and for whose remedy and prevention the members of society undertake united efforts. Social
problemsarisefrom social inequality and disorder. Social disorder isthe deviation from the control exercised by the prevailing
customs, conduct, norms, and traditions of society. Social disorder emerges when the influence of socia norms upon the
individual declines. When socia norms fail to regulate individual behavior, moral deterioration begins. When moral
deterioration assumes a widespread form, the breakdown of social institutions begins. As aresult of the breakdown of social
institutions, socia disorder and anarchy appear. Under such circumstances, various types of social problemsbeginto arisein
society. Notable signs of socid disorder and anarchy include: crime, juvenile delinquency, drug addiction, abduction, suicide,
violence against women, divorce, deterioration of law and order, bribery, snatching, terrorism, highway robbery, extortion,
nepotism, sexual misconduct, the outbreak of sexually transmitted diseases, arbitrariness, child labor, neglect of children,
murder, and so forth.
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Trandation: Bangladesh’s democratic journey began through independence from Pakistan. After the Liberation War in 1971,
political instability quickly spread in Bangladesh. Inthe early years, there was a parliamentary democracy, but political unrest
turned into autocratic rule, military coups, and interruptions of democratic governance. Changes of power occurred among
the major parties, and these were often marked by incidents such as vote rigging, political violence, and street protests.
Political exclusion, hartals, and clashes further destabilized the country, weakened democratic ingtitutions, and obstructed
development. After the recent change of power in August 2024, the peopl e are hoping for anew democratic system established
on the basis of mutual respect and recognition among all parties. Bangladesh’s democratic journey has been disrupted by
major challengesthat are deeply rooted in its political culture and history. Allegations of vote rigging and electoral corruption
undermine public confidence in the democratic process. Key ingtitutions, including the judiciary, the Election Commission,
and the media, face political pressure that threatens their independence. The neutrality of the judiciary is often questioned,
and the Election Commission has failed to conduct free and fair elections without political interference. Media freedom,
which is crucial for democracy, faces constraints, where journalists are sometimes censored or intimidated, which obstructs
transparency and accountability. Collectively, these challenges have hindered Bangladesh’s democratic development;
therefore, reforms are essential to build amore inclusive and stable political environment.
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Trandation: The rule of law means that no one is above the law; everyoneis subject to it. In other words, everyoneis equal
in the eyes of the law. The opportunity for all citizens to enjoy equal rights under the law is called the rule of law. “Law is
above all” means the supremacy of law. “All are equal before the law” means that regardless of race, religion, caste, gender,
or profession, everyone receives equal protection of the law. Asaresult, both the rich and the poor, the strong and the weak,
enjoy equal rights. Where the supremacy of therule of law prevails, the government refrainsfrom abusing power, and citizens
obey the provisions of law. The importance of the rule of law isimmense. In the absence of law, anarchy and disorder arise
in society. Without the rule of law, thereisno civic freedom, democracy, social values, or equality. Therule of law isessential
for establishing equality, freedom, and fundamental rights. Through the rule of law, a harmonious relationship is created
between the rulersand the ruled. The government attains stability, and peace is established in the state. Initsabsence, mistrust,
movements, and revolutions become inevitable. Disorder, unrest, and conflict weaken the strong foundation of society. The
divide between rich and poor, strong and weak, becomes more pronounced. Therefore, the rule of law is indispensable for
social equality, citizens’ rights, a democratic society, and a stable state system. The rule of law is the hallmark of a civilized
society.
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Trandation: A system of government in which the relationship between the executive and the legidlature is very close and

in which the stability and effectiveness of the executive depend on the legislature is called a cabinet government or
parliamentary system of government. In this system, governing power restsin the hands of the cabinet of ministers. The party
that wins a majority of seats in the general election forms the cabinet. The person enjoying the confidence of the party
becomes the Prime Minister. He appoints other ministers from among the important members of the party and allocates
portfolios among them. Ministers are generally chosen from among the members of the legislature or parliament; therefore,
this system is called a parliamentary form of government. Bangladesh, India, the United Kingdom, Canada, Sweden, and
Australia have parliamentary systems of government. In this type of system, there is a constitutional head of state, but the
cabinet led by the Prime Minister holds the real executive authority. In this arrangement, the Prime Minister is the most
powerful figure. The President does not practically take any action without the advice of the Prime Minister. In a
parliamentary government, the legidature is sovereign. The cabinet, including the Prime Minister, is collectively responsible
to the legidlature for its actions. If the cabinet loses the confidence of the parliament, it must resign. Moreover, if the
parliament brings a vote of no confidence against any minister, that minister must step down. Since ministers are appointed
from among members of parliament, the same individuals exercise both legidative and executive powersin this system.
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Trandlation: The long-term consequences of Israel’s tragic war in Gaza and its successive criminal policies may ultimately
prove self-destructive. At the same time, this could lead to the downfall of what is today regarded as a powerful “Jewish
state.” The deliberate genocide being carried out by Israel against the Palestinian peoplein the name of self-defense will not
secure the country’s present or future security. Rather, it will create a broader climate of insecurity and instability, further
isolate Tel Aviv, and undermine its prospects of long-term surviva in this crisis-ridden region. In redlity, | never believed
that Israel could build a sound future in the Middle East without abandoning its colonial mindset and adopting the conduct of
anormal state. For a brief period in the early 1990s, it seemed that Israel, despite its dependence on the United States, was
attempting to return to a somewhat normal course of behavior. At that time, it influenced the Palestinians and Arab states of
the region to participate in a peace process. This created the possibility of a mutually acceptable framework for coexistence
under U.S. mediation. However, Israel could not genuinely depart from its colonial character. It wasted numerous
opportunitiesto end its occupation and live peacefully with its neighbors. In this context, one may recall the notorious remark

of Israeli diplomat Abba Eban: “Israel has never missed an opportunity to miss an opportunity.”
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National Affairs I
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Trandation: In 1947, British rule in the Indian subcontinent came to an end, and two independent states named India and
Pakistan were born. Pakistan gained independence on 14 August 1947, and India on 15 August of the same year. Pakistan
consisted of two parts. As East Benga was included as a province of Pakistan, this part came to be known as East Pakistan,
while the other part became known as West Pakistan. From the very beginning, the governing power of Pakistan was
concentrated in the hands of the wealthy elite of West Pakistan. The ruling group of Pakistan began to control the language,
literature, culture, economy, politics, and social system of East Bengal and imposed discriminatory practices. In response,
the people of East Bengal organized protests and movements. The Language Movement began with the demand that Bangla
be recognized as one of the state languages of Pakistan. Through this movement, the Bengali-speaking population of East
Bengal became united. Motivated by the spirit of preserving the dignity of their mother tongue, the people of East Bengal
gradually waged movements and struggles against Pakistan’s political discrimination and economic exploitation, thereby
paving the way for the establishment of an exploitation-free and secular state of Bangladesh. National unity was formed on
the basis of the Bengali language, history and heritage, culture, and ethnic identity. Thisnational unity is Bengali nationalism.
This Bengali nationalism inspired the people to build a secular Bangladesh. As a continuation of this process, our beloved
independent and sovereign Bangladesh was achieved in 1971 through a nine-month-long armed Liberation War marked by
bloodshed.
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Trandation: Like many other countries in South Asia, child labor exists in Bangladesh. At an age when a child should be

going to school and playing with peers, poor children have to work for their livelihood. The primary and main cause of child
labor in Bangladesh iseconomic hardship. Poor families cannot afford to meet basic needs and bear the cost of their children’s
education. As a result, parents lose interest in sending their children to school. In such circumstances, parents think that if
their child engagesin some occupation and earns money, it will benefit the family. Employers are al so encouraged to employ
children because they can be made to work long hours for very low wages. Poor parents consider education an unprofitable
activity. They neither have the patience nor the financial ability to continue bearing their children’s educational expenses for
15-16 years. Child labor is increasing due to parents’ indifference toward its harmful effects. Excessive dependence on
domestic helpers in urban households is also encouraging child labor. The Constitution of Bangladesh recognizes the
fundamental rights of all citizens, including children. In the section on the fundamental principles of state policy, the
Constitution emphasizes compulsory primary education for children and special measures for the physically and mentally
disabled. In defining children and adolescents in the Bangladesh Labour Act, 2006, the minimum age of a child has been
fixed at 14 years, and the age of an adolescent has been defined as 14 to 18 years.
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Trandation: Children are a valuable asset of the nation. Therefore, all necessary measures must be taken for their
development and for ensuring egqual opportunities so that they remain physically and mentally healthy, become morally
enriched and capable, and acquire the appropriate skills and competencies required by society. Deprived and neglected
children and adolescents easily become involved in the world of crime. Due to factors such as disregard for others, lack of
prudence, high energy/drive, physical strength, survival instinct, and a daring nature, adol escents often engage in crimes and
various violent conflicts. Because of family poverty, deprivation from educational opportunities, and irresponsible behavior
and lack of control by parents, adolescents living in urban slums are more likely to be involved in criminal activities. In
addition, factors such as the loneliness of urban life, parents’ occupational busyness, and the influence of satellite culture also
lead adolescents to engage in criminal behavior. Juvenile delinquency can be addressed through measures such as creating a
constructive family environment, providing religious and moral education within families and schools, organizing
recreationa activities, and preventing harmful cultural influences. Furthermore, children and adolescents who have aready
become involved in crime can be brought back to the right path through juvenile courts, juvenile custody facilities, and
correctiona ingtitutions aimed at reforming their character. Generally, children between the ages of seven and sixteen are
considered juveniles. The Bangladesh Children Act, 1974 isregarded as the principal law for the control and trial of juvenile

offences.
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Trandation: Once, the farmer of Bengal would set out at sunrisein the early morning, plough on his shoulder, rushing to his
cultivated land. His household did not have an abundance of food and clothing, yet it was not marked by deprivation either.
Nor was there any lack of joy and festivals. Thirteen festivals in twelve months continued throughout the year. The evening
gatherings of rural Bengal would come alive with songs such asjari, sari, kirtan, and jatra pala. However, toward the end of
the fifteenth century, the aggressive arrival of European merchant communities gradually began to take away, irrespective of
religion and caste, the smiles of Bengal’s farmers and their joy and festivities. The ultimate outcome of this occurred through
the rise and establishment of the English merchants asapolitical power. At first, they destroyed the cottage industries of rural
Bengal; then their attention turned to the fertile lands of this country. Driven by greed for additional money, one experiment
after another continued in the collection of land revenue. As a result, Bengal’s farmers and ordinary people were harmed. For
this reason, they had no alternative but to rebel. The period of this rebellion extended from the latter half of the eighteenth
century to the latter half of the nineteenth century. In the subsequent phase, the peasant movement took on awider form. At
the same time, the influence of modern Western thought fell upon the educated section of this society. Consequently, just as
a renaissance began in art and literature in Hindu society, so too did the practice of free thought and free intellect emerge.
Reform of Hindu religion began by removing superstition and bigotry. In the educated Muslim society as well, efforts
continued, through reform, to shape them into people educated in Western learning and suited to the times. Essentially,
throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, anew current of thought emerged in the socio-economic and political life
of thisregion. Thefirst initiation of this change was made by the farmers and ordinary people of Bengal.
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Trandation: Bangladesh isacountry in South Asiaknown for various types of natural disasters and high population density.
The disasters that are regularly observed in Bangladesh due to natural and human-induced causes include floods, cyclones,
earthquakes, river erosion, landslides caused by hill cutting, and fires. Around 35 percent of the people living in urban areas
of Bangladesh are till unprepared to these natural and human-induced disasters. Due to unplanned urbanization across the
country, the elements that need to be ensured for disaster management are absent in most buildings in cities. Deaths caused
by firesthat occurred in the very heart of Dhakacity, such asthose in Bashundharain 2007, Nimtoli in 2010, and Chawkbazar
and Banani in 2019, prove how far behind the people of Bangladesh remain in managing such urban disasters even in the
modern era. An urban disaster is an event that occurs suddenly or gradually in an urban area due to natural or human-induced
causes, which has a negative impact on people’s socio-economic conditions, property, and way of life. In Bangladesh,
approximately five hundred thousand people settlein cities or move toward cities every year. Asaresult, in order to meet the
various needs of the increased population, multi-storied buildings and various types of unplanned structures are being built
in different cities of the country without any far-sighted planning. Recently, fire-related disasters have been increasing
continuously in the country’s major cities. These fire-related disasters, originating from various sources, are causing severe
damageto people, infrastructure, and property in any place within avery short period of time. Every year, fire incidents cause
aloss of approximately 50-60 crore taka in Bangladesh (FSCD, 2017). In 2006, the National Building Code of Bangladesh
made it legally mandatory to include fire-fighting systemsin buildings. Under the Fire Prevention and Firefighting Act 2003,
if abuilding does not have the necessary fire safety arrangements, it can be declared unfit for use, and this responsibility has
been assigned to the Bangladesh Fire Service. Natural water sourcesin urban areas play an important role in controlling fires
during fire-related disasters.

Environment
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Trandation: As Bangladesh and other vulnerable countries are struggling with the devastating impacts of climate change,

the urgency of taking global action has never been clearer. Asthe world passes through what is considered the warmest year
on record, the risks are more severe than ever before. At COP-29, countries are currently discussing their next steps, but
ongoing tensions — particularly after the election victory of climate-change denier Donald Trump in the United States — have
revealed an alarming lack of political will. Equally worrying isthat nearly a decade after the signing of the Paris Agreement,
efforts to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius remain woefully inadequate, and climate finance commitments have
also remained unfulfilled. In this context, recent research has highlighted atroubling reality: to address current environmental
degradation, the world must achieve net-zero carbon-dioxide emissions not by 2050, but by the late 2030s. Thisis a clear
reminder that our time is running out. Therefore, it is painful to witness continuing political inertia, funding shortages and
denial, as well as persistent resistance from major polluters. This threatens not only our planet but also disproportionately
affects countries like Bangladesh. At COP-29, Chief Adviser Dr. Muhammad Yunus’s message calling for a “waste-free”
world and an economic model that reduces consumption resonated strongly. He expressed frustration over discussions on
climate finance and described it as “humiliating” that vulnerable countries must plead for financial assistance. Muhammad
Y unus argued that countries that have contributed least to global warming should not be placed in a position of begging for
help, while wealthy nations that have contributed the most continue to evade their responsibilities. The point isthat achieving
carbon neutrality is not a matter for debate; it is essential for the survival of countries like Bangladesh. As the world
approaches a critical threshold of the climate crisis, we must push for stronger global action and ensure that rich countries
fulfil their commitments on emissions reduction and climate finance.
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Trandation: Biodiversity is the fundamental element for maintaining the environment and environmental balance. Natural
resources are the source of essential goods and servicesfor human beings. People depend on nature for food, clothing, shelter,
medicine, recreation, and other needs. These resources are obtained from forests, rivers, other water bodies, and the sea. Due
to the imprudent activities of human beings, the world’s biodiversity is gradually declining. If such activities continue
unchecked, 20-25 percent of animals and plants may become extinct from the Earth by 2025. Biodiversity in Bangladesh is
abundant and its potentia is considerable. However, it is currently under threat. Due to population growth, the habitats of
other species are shrinking. They have lost their hunting grounds. At one time, the Royal Bengal Tiger or striped tiger was
found in many areas of Bangladesh. Now they are found only in the Sundarbans. In the early nineteenth century, elephants
were seen in the Bhawal and Madhupur forest regions. At present, elephants are found only in the hills of Chittagong Hill
Tracts, Sylhet, and Mymensingh.
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Trandation: Bangladesh, situated in the subtropical monsoon climate region, is the largest delta in the world. Surrounded
by the Ganges-Brahmaputra—Meghna basin, the branches and sub-branches of the main rivers spread across the interior of
the country. Perhaps because river-borne aluvial land is highly suitable for habitation, people from many parts of the world
had settled in the Bengal basin from very early times. However, although the exact time when human settlement began in this
basin cannot be known with certainty, on the basis of archaeologica investigations conducted over the last approximately
one and ahalf centuries, we can assumethat in this agriculture-based, village-dominated country an ancient city named Wari-
Bateshwar had devel oped about two thousand five hundred years ago. In addition, Mahasthangarh in Bogura district, which
was once known as Pundranagar, devel oped as a prosperous city approximately two thousand three hundred years ago on the
banks of the Karatoya River. Alongside this, Paharpur or Somapura Mahavihara and the architectural remains of the mosque
city of Bagerhat have been recognized as World Heritage by UNESCO. Moreover, more than five hundred archaeological
sites have been preserved by the Department of Archaeology, Bangladesh. Despite having such rich archaeological sites, we
have not yet been as attracted to archaeological heritage as we have been to natural heritage. Why have we not been able to
do s0? Have we truly been able to present these archaeological sites properly to domestic and foreign tourists? Y et tourism
is one of the major sources of national income for our neighbouring country India, and in this regard the contribution of
archaeological sites is undeniable. However, on World Tourism Day 2023, the United Nations, under the theme “Tourism
and Green Investment,” placed greater emphasis on innovative solutions instead of only promoting economic growth and
productivity through conventiona investment. To build a developed and liveable world by 2030, the United Nations has
aready set the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
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Trandation: The accursed lament of climate change has thrown aformidable challenge at the entire world. Across countries,
the effects of global warming are being felt intensely amid crises such as excessive rainfall, lack of rainfall, drought, floods,
and scorching heat. The advanced world’s high levels of industrialization, urbanization, transportation, and other production
systems-through the use of fuel, fertilizers, pesticides, and the emission of carbon-are driving the Earth’s temperature to
extreme levels. It is still not possible to grasp, in afully accurate sense, what position this broad pattern of changeisforcing
this planet—our habitable Earth for the present and future generations-into.In confronting the crisis of climate change, people
in underdevel oped and developing countries are becoming habituated to a precarious life, imperiled by multiple hardships.
Its course-through hunger, poverty, and subhuman living conditions-continuesto tear away at healthy living, like atorrential
river that causes relentless riverbank erosion. Riverine and densely populated Bangladesh stands as an adverse example,
marked by air, noise, and environmental pollution. The deterioration of agriculture, industry, and the socio-economic system
is assuming ever more alarming forms. Any delay in implementing effective measures, grounded in practical strategies and
executed in the shortest possible time, will drive these problems to an unbearable level.
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Trandation: Ensuring safe food is a major challenge for the government, and that challenge must be met to guarantee safe
food for the people of the country. Ensuring safe food for al is not an easy task. Food becomes unsafe due to adulteration
and other forms of contamination. Apart from the mal practices of unscrupuloustraders, food may be contaminated for various
reasons. Food can become unfit for consumption at any stage of production, processing, transportation, preparation, or
consumption. Ensuring food safety from production all the way to the consumer’s kitchen is therefore a major challenge.
Whether food is safe essentially depends on three issues: how food is produced on agricultural land; how the problems that
arise during processing are addressed; and whether international standards are followed to ensure quality. The Bangladesh
Food Safety Authority once conducted a survey to test the quality of food in the capital. Initially, 200 hotels and restaurants
in the capital were selected for testing; only 57 were found to meet hygiene standards. In an order, the High Court stated that
mixing adulterantsinto food isa serious form of corruption. From the collection of produce from the field to its service at the
table, food may become toxic or contaminated at any stage through chemicals and microbes.
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Trandation: The influence of religious ingtitutions on the socialization of children is important. A child sees his or her
parents and other relatives performing religious rites and ceremonies at mosgues, temples, churches, and pagodas. Children
and adolescents see and hear other family members engaging in religious practices, such as reciting the Holy Qur’an, the
Srimad Bhagavad Gita, the Bible, and the Tripitaka. These matters influence a child’s future religious life. Eid-ul-Fitr and
Eid-ul-Azhaaretwo major religiousfestivals of Islam. The various activities of these festivals, along with nurturing religious
feelingsin the minds of children, also teach unity, solidarity, and communal harmony. They reduce distinctions among people.
Through participation in religious ceremonies, the socia values and personality of children and adolescents develop. It
inspires them to engage in various social welfare activities. There are different religious institutions in Hinduism, Islam,
Buddhism, and Christianity. Children and adolescents participate in various activities of these religious institutions. The
religious observances of these institutions leave a deep impression on the minds of children. They restrain their external
conduct and bring about moral improvement. These religious institutions awaken an individual’s conscience and awareness.
They strengthen mutual bonds. They increase cordiality and harmony. They assist in the development of morality among
children and adolescents. The teaching of harmony removes narrowness of mind.
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Trandation: Art, as awhole, is divided into many branches and sub-branches, and it has many media. What is striking is
that early hunter-gatherers pioneered nearly every artistic medium. With remarkable skill, early Homo sapiens drew images
of various wild animals. They were highly observant, possessed excellent knowledge of animals, and could render them
through precise, well-executed lines on stone or bone. From their drawings, each subject can be readily identified. Some
images even depict humansin animal form. There are drawings of people wearing horns on their heads and tails behind them.
In one scene, a person dressed as a deer imitates the animal’s posture and leaps upward with both feet. These drawings also
suggest that early humans, with the hunted animal placed before them, would encircleit and expressjoy by leaping, gesturing,
and shouting. This is seen as the beginning of human dance and song. Wearing the furry hides, horns, and other parts of
hunted wild animals, they imitated these creatures and acted out movements such as walking, leaping, and running. It is
believed that they did so as a strategy to deceive animal herds by blending in with them, thereby making hunting easier. This
isregarded asthe origin of the performing arts. Y et early humans did all these things out of the demands of survival—for food
and for the preservation of life.
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Trandation: We have already learnt that the pictures drawn by those wild, long haired and bearded cave-dwelling people of

the primitive age are the oldest artistic creationsin the world. Those who drew these pictures|eft the world thousands of years
ago, but their drawings till survive. Not only do they survive, but those pictures, along with various statues, vessels, and
tools made by primitive humans, unfold before us an unknown chapter of history. What is astonishing isthat at that time even
language had not been invented, et alone writing. Therefore, no written history of that period can be found. Yet, if we did
not know the life, customs, behavior, and clothing of those primitive cave-dwellers, the history of humankind would have
remained incomplete. Although we have not received written history, those artworks created by them are today the witnesses
of history. By looking at those artworks and pictures, we have been able to know about thelife struggles, clothing, customary
behavior, and beliefs of primitive humans. In thisway, after the primitive age, we have come to know all stages of civilization
— such as the Old Stone Age (Paleolithic Age), New Stone Age (Neolithic Age), and Agricultural Age — from the cultural
artifacts of human beings. In other words, from the tools, utensils, clothing, ornaments, and other objects used by people of
those periods. The materials used by humans in those times are what we now call handicrafts. Thus, it becomes evident that
human civilization and art have advanced hand in hand; therefore, it is said that the age of art is equal to the age of human
civilization. Through all these artistic creations, we have been able to understand the history of human civilization. From this,

we can realize the importance of the practice of art.
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Trandation: During Language Month, we organize various events with language as their theme. It appears that many people
do not have much concern about the underlying meaning and significance of these events. However, the main issue should
be whether we actually organize programs to honour the language martyrs. If initiatives are taken to show respect to the
language activists, they deserve appreciation. But in reality, we often organize events as amere custom and completely forget
the real issues. In various programs during Language Month, foreign songs are seen to be arranged. How does this happen?
Especially in programs organized in Language Month, songs in foreign languages are wholly incongruous. Moreover, a
situation has emerged in which we are freely using English while speaking or writing. There is no scope to blame those who
do so, because we have reached a social context where speaking or writing in Banglawithout a noticeable presence of English
does not receive much importance. This has created a kind of inferiority within us. At the same time, it can also be called a
form of psychologica malaise. We should move away from such practices during Language Month, because this month is
extremely painful and emotional for us. It isin this month that our language movement began. That movement was carried
forward into the struggle for independence. Through the liberation struggle, the reality of the great freedom movement
reached its fulfilment. Therefore, Language Month inspires and energizes us in many ways. In such a meaningful month,
distorting language or presenting it in a diminished way can in no way be considered honour to the language martyrs; rather,
it becomes an insult to them. During Language Month, the Bangla Academy organizes a large-scale book fair. The scope of
the fair has expanded beyond the Bangla Academy premises to alarger areain Suhrawardy Udyan. A huge number of stalls
are set up. A large number of people visit the book fair every day. On inquiry, it is found that not many books are being
published on the Bengali language, Bengali literature, themes related to the Bengali language, or the internationalization of
Bengali. Although many people enter the fair, that number is not reflected in book purchases. These issues are indeed matters
of serious reflection, because through movement, struggle, and sacrifice, the Bengali nation established the dignity of
language solely for the Bengali language. Asrecognition of this, International Mother Language Day is celebrated worldwide
every year in recognition of the Bengali language and the Language Movement.
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Trandation: With the passage of time, the domains of Bengali cultural practice are gradually shrinking. The culture of
Bangladeshis is a composite culture of people from many countries and many regions. Through the course of time and the
flow of history, this culture-comprising various languages, customs, festivals, food, education, traditions, and ethnic
identities-has coalesced into a distinct cultural tradition, which has taken shape as Bengali culture through long practice.
Particularly, the peopleliving in Bangladesh have been practicing acommon culture for along time. However, in that cultural
practice, abroad differenceisvisible between urban and rural culture. Cultureisawaysdynamic. Likeaflowingriver, culture
has taken different forms in different regions. Over time, various opinions, differences, and changes have been added to that
culture. The rural people of Bangladesh had preserved their own culture for along time. Seasonal festivals, wedding rituals,
wedding songs, harvest festivals, boat races, village fairs, rural tranquillity, and a simple and ordinary way of life are the
characteristics of rural culture. The identity of the Bengali nation is rooted in the village. A large portion of today’s urban
population has risen from the villages. In different branches of mass media-drama, cinema, music, and literature-a deep
connection between the village and the cultural roots of the Bengali nation is evident. Even while living in distant foreign
lands, Bengalis miss reminiscing about rural culture-sitting by the river on a full-moon night or sitting beside vast yellow
mustard fields on awinter morning and drinking a glass of date-palm juice. A defining contrast isthe pace of urban life versus
rural tranquillity. In the past, rural life had no touch of technology. Even to watch moviesin cinema halls, villagers used to
go to the city. In thisway, a huge difference between urban and rura culture was always visible. Again, the urban cultural
environment that existed even a few decades ago has undergone radical change in the last two decades. The rapid
advancement of information technology has brought an unprecedented pace to urban life. Urban life has deviated from its
deep-rooted connection with rural life and culture. Industrialization and mechanization have eliminated much of rura culture,
and the progress of information technology has further accelerated that disappearance. Technological advancement has
brought massive changes to human life and culture and has made life easier. The songs sung during paddy harvesting, the
festive atmosphere of threshing paddy in the household, parboiling and drying paddy, and the sight of carrying sheaves of
paddy in bullock cartsin lines are now rarely seen. Various forms of industrialization and mechanization have replaced these
and brought relief to people’s difficult lives. The joy of going to grandparents’ house in the month of Agrahayan after finishing

school exams to eat pithapuli is now beyond the reach of today’s children. For them, downloading and playing a new game
on a smartphone is more attractive than pithapuli.
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Trandation: A settlement in which the majority of inhabitants depend on primary economic activities, particularly
agriculture, for their livelihood is generally known as arural settlement. On the basis of physical landscape, rural settlements
may be isolated, dispersed, or clustered. The reason for this is that villages have abundant land; therefore, villagers can
naturally build houses in open spaces. Rural settlements can be easily identified in terms of the structural characteristics of
houses, construction materials, and house design. Village houses made of earth, wood, and stone can be easily distinguished
from the brick-and-cement structures of cities. In agriculture-based villages, granaries, cowsheds, and courtyards inside the
house are very familiar sights. In villages, sleeping rooms, kitchens, and cowsheds are built around the courtyard. In the
courtyard, household members perform various tasks such as boiling, drying, and husking paddy. In villages, sleeping rooms,
kitchens, and cowsheds are built separately, which does not happen in cities. The main reasons for this separate layout are to
make living in the homestead comfortable and to allow easy natural air circulation. In rural settlements, roads have very little
prominence. Villages are mainly food-producing areas. Since cooperation is required in different stages of agricultural work
— such as preparing seedbeds, transplanting seedlings, harvesting crops, and storing grain — a simple and sincere sense of
mutual cooperation is seen among villagers. Rural settlements depend not only on primary agricultural production but also
on other primary occupations. On the basis of the main source of livelihood, villages can be identified as fishing villages,
potters’ quarters (Kumarpara) associated with pottery, blacksmiths’ quarters (Kamarpara) associated with ironwork, and so
on. Many such villages are found in different rural areas of Bangladesh.
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Trandation: Social business refers to a type of enterprise designed to address social or environmental challenges through
sustainable, market-driven solutions. Unliketraditional businesses, it prioritizes social impact over profit maximization, while
being self-sustaining and financially independent. Profits, if generated, are reinvested to fulfil the objectives of the business
rather than distributed to shareholders. Early philanthropic ventures, such as those by Robert Owen (a pioneer of cooperative
societies) and Andrew Carnegie, also reflect some principles of socia business. The contemporary idea of "social business'
was ingtitutionalized by Professor Muhammad Y unus, a Bangladeshi Nobel Laureate and founder of Grameen Bank. He
introduced the concept in his book "Creating aWorld Without Poverty" (2007). Governments and international organizations
now recognize social businesses as essential partners in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Socia businesses
create employment opportunities and empower marginalized communities by providing fair wages and sustainable
livelihoods. Social businesses improve access to quality healthcare, education, and basic necessities for underserved
populations. Socia business has evolved into a global movement, influencing how organizations address pressing societal
and environmental challenges. Social businesses represent a vital blend of entrepreneurial spirit and social consciousness,
which opens the path for innovative solutions to these challenges.
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Trandation: Nobel laureate economist Joseph E. Stiglitz, in his book The Great Divide, identifies inequality as the
fundamental cause of division in society. In this book, he presents an in-depth analysis of the multidimensional nature and
impact of inequality in American society. He raises the question: isthere anyone in American society who can deny this great
divide? Citing Oxfam’s 2016 data, Stiglitz notes that half of the world’s wealth is in the hands of one percent of the population,
while the remaining 99 percent own the other half. Globally, the divide in wealth and income isincreasing. In its 2013 report
titted The Many Faces of Inequality, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) highlights
income disparity and the concentration of wealth as key drivers of rising inequality. The same pattern of income- and wealth-
based inequality is echoed in the World Inequality Report 2022. It is evident that the world’s wealth is increasingly
accumulating in the hands of giant corporations. Commitmentsto building an inequality-free world have been madein various
international charters. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948, and the 1966
Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on Civil and Political Rights, recognize equal rights for al people.
However, athough equality is acknowledged on paper, redlity is different. Wealth- and income-based inequality is acting as
a brake on progress. People’s access to and rights over wealth and income are gradually shrinking, and thisis affecting other
social indicators. Referring to American society, Joseph E. Stiglitz argues that due to wealth and income inequality, poor
children are being deprived of their rights to education and health. He further argues that inequality is being treated as a
“choice.” This inequality has become a guiding principle in state governance. Policymakers speak of equality, but the policy
frameworks designed to reduce inequality have proven ineffective. Aristotle believed that the most repugnant form of
inequality is treating unequal things as equal. For instance, does the average growth of Gross Domestic Product truly reflect
the real conditions of thousands of destitute people? In the 2022-2023 budget speech, the Finance Minister stated that the per
capita income of the country’s people was 2,765 US dollars. In reality, the income of the majority of people may not have
increased at all; in some cases, it may even have declined.
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Trandation: A recent study by Knight Frank shows that, at present, owning assets worth about 5.8 million US dollars is
required to be included among the top wealthy individuals in the United States, the world’s largest economy. According to
the Wealth Brokers’ 2024 Wealth Report, the amount of wealth held by the rich in Monaco is the highest, standing at about
12.8 million dollars. Their wealth hasincreased by 3.2 percent compared to ayear earlier. These findings reveal how markets
in the United States and other Western countries are further widening the gap between rich and poor nations. According to
World Bank data, Monaco’s per capita Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is 240,000 dollars, which is 900 times higher than
that of Burundi in East Africa. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 further damaged the global economy, which had only
just begun to recover from the shock of the pandemic. As aresult, global energy and food prices have risen. Although this
has created a crisisworldwide, poorer countries are suffering the most in importing these products due to increased borrowing
costs. However, the situation is not the same for everyone. According to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index, the combined
wealth of the world’s top 500 billionaires increased by 1.5 trillion dollars last year.
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Trandlation: Considering the potential for gas and mineral resources, the country’s land area has been divided into 22 blocks
and its maritime area into 26 blocks. Of the 26 offshore blocks, 11 are located in shallow waters and the remaining 15 liein
deep-sea areas. Bangladesh currently lacks the technical capacity to explore oil and gas in these locations. So far, only two
offshore blocks are under exploration by two Indian companies. The results of their surveys may become available within the
current year. It is noteworthy that both Indiaand Myanmar are already extracting oil and gas from the sea; therefore, thereis
no reason why Bangladesh should not also have similar prospects. To facilitate offshore exploration, the draft “Bangladesh
Offshore Model Production Sharing Contract (PSC)-2023” has been approved. If all preparations proceed as planned, an
international tender will be invited next March. Bangladesh will organize global roadshows to attract large, experienced
international companies, rather than limiting participation to a few firms or a single country. However, regardless of which
country or corporation is selected, safeguarding Bangladesh’s national interest must remain the highest priority. To this end,
an expert committee on international tendering is being formed. In essence, participation in the tender process and its final
approva must be done through competitive bidding.
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Trandation: To ensure the free flow of information and the people’s right to information, Right to Information laws are
being enacted and implemented in different countries of the world. In the Constitution of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, freedom of thought, conscience and speech, as well as the right to access information, are recognized as
fundamental rights of citizens. As all powers of the Republic belong to the people, the “Right to Information Act, 2009” was
enacted in Bangladesh in 2009 to ensure the right to information as a means of empowering the people. Under this Act, every
citizen has the right to obtain information from the relevant authorities, and the concerned authority is legally obliged to
provide information upon a citizen’s request. If the people’s right to information is ensured through this Act, transparency
and accountability of government bodies, autonomous institutions, statutory organizations, and non-governmental
organizations established or operated with government or foreign funding will increase, corruption will be reduced, and good
governance will be strengthened. Alongside guaranteeing the people’s right to information, this Act also directs institutions
to maintain and preserve information properly. As aresult, it has become easier for citizens to obtain information on awide
range of matters.
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Trandation: The objective of copyright law is to ensure that writers, artists, and other creative workers have the right to
secure and protect their own creations. Generaly, reprinting a printed book by violating its copyright is quite troublesome
and expensive. However, in the case of computers, making a “copy” or an exact replica of anything is extremely easy, and it
does not even require technica expertise. For this reason, additional measures are needed to protect copyright in the case of
computer software and computer-based creative works such as images and animations. Whenever a copyright holder’s rights
areinfringed, it is considered a breach of copyright. Thiskind of violation is commonly known as piracy or software piracy.
Under copyright law, the concerned entrepreneur, creator, or programmer can protect the intellectual property of their
computer software. As aresult, copying that software or modifying it to create something new without permission becomes
illegal. Consequently, such copied or newly created material 10ses any legal basis. Despite how easy software piracy is, it
cannot be said that it is widespread worldwide. Mgjor software companies have formed an organization called the Business
Software Alliance to protect their intellectual property and monitor piracy across the globe. According to the organization’s
2011 report, about 70 percent of personal computer users are free from piracy. Since software piracy isvery easy to commit,
obtaining accurate statistics is difficult. Software p| racy is also prohibited in Bangladesh.

I \ S vt et v [




BCS Written Preparation Book - \ »r> English -"|

ved Rieifeicea v fac pfaw Ifawet sicglos sfsa s ez | fefenTe eyfe, Fhaw st 3 THREE o1 R
Safoifex aIR Bifere e SrdRifon ber Feiiees bgd MHeifie 3o &1 TR R @ «fe= g« o1l ¢ Fovia1 Fa
T, TR = 97 | KT @2 0ot 2Rfea TRl (I TR 681 8 FIF SR 613 17T '@ TRl == | BT
f§e @, SfaeE «ft ST o« (| @ IR 9@t P o ¢ Sifs toft Farz | TSite Tg TS T
AT 2AfSFIoH FIS | FIEHCEG @ FATHIT NI “fel=1 1 7 05, g ot wea e | g Ffaw Ifawret I fowr
Q M3 SR TS TR 2fSFIoM T | O6F Q3 2@ SIPT 2Y& AT FIEd AL I M8 TQTOIE A
AT (O FLACE | FTTAOTGS TSI D65 ST TR I, NI TS (FI (I SHAT ACACZ | SN2 FACTH
T QI AR FACS A 7T | 7T, S, B, A9 G el Tegeaa ey wro! N GHREE T (A O e
e T | RS (AACS J GNF [ T, T @I (@B Fforaican are tof w1 S @I SIS fefese
G5 7T GIZZS N FE, GSN2@T el afegiom-a7 qRe qead oifeers afeas s 3 @i anfiea
FIR PN ST TG ST 2RI (AP FALFAOICI 140 AT |

Trandation: Artificial intelligence is signaling cultural change through the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The ongoing
transformation of the global economy driven by the advancement of digital technology, artificial intelligence, and the Internet
of Things is known as the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The greatest strength of human beings lies in their ability to think
and imagine, not in physical labor. In this age of globalization, with the support of technology, the scope of human thinking
and imagination has become much simpler and narrower. It is true that thiswill inevitably change our future. For thisreason,
it is simultaneously creating wonder and fear. In the past, machines mainly replaced human physical labor. Calculations can
be performed through cal culators and computers, but thinking isdone by humans. However, artificia intelligencewill directly
replace humans in both strength and thinking. Nevertheless, the technology that has emerged so far has made many jobs
unnecessary, but at the same time has created new employment opportunities. London-based digital artist Anna Ridler
explains where the limitations of Al lie. Al cannot use concepts or ideas. The combination of time, memory, thought, and
emotion isaunique human capability that distinguishes human work from that of Al. These qualities of human beings, rather
than merely producing something visually attractive, create true “art.” Anna and another digital artist, Matt Dryhurst, believe
that the idea of “Al replacing artists” undermines the human artistic process. Through machine learning, artificial intelligence
systems can automatically learn from their surrounding environment.
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Trandation: Western countries have already restructured their education systems to face the challenges of the Fourth

Industrial Revolution. Research on smart technology is underway. The question remains whether we are preparing our young
people in asimilar manner. Bangladesh has a favorable age structure with a significant proportion of youth. While resources
should be used to make them capable of facing the challenges of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, a portion of these young
people has instead become a burden on society. With such vulnerable youth, we are not only failing to meet the challenges
of the new era but also pushing the next generation toward an uncertain future. The whole world is now within our grasp.
Due to economic development, communication, and advancements in information technology, the geographical boundaries
of different nations, communities, regions, and countries have shrunk, transforming the world into a globa village.
Globalization refersto the new changed situation that has emerged in the world due to remarkabl e progressin communication,
new economic systems, technological revolution, open market economy, and international trade. In the new global order, the
ideas and practices of the rule of law, human rights, equality, principles of international law, and democracy have exerted
widespread influence across different countries and societies. Globalization has strongly influenced human thought,
consciousness, and intellectual outlook. The countries |eading the globalization process monitor issues such as the protection
of workers’ rights in developing countries, environmental balance, preservation of state sovereignty, and healthcare through

financial support, technical assistance, and expert deployment.
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Trandation: The Fourth Industrial Revolution is one of the most transformative events of the twenty-first century, which
has already brought about extensive transformation at the global level. Through the Internet, digital technology, and artificial
intelligence, thisindustrial revolution is restructuring society, economy, and industry at an unprecedented speed and scale. In
this rapidly changing world, the role of education is extremely important because only through education can the sKills
necessary to enter and remain competitive in the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution be acquired. The world is now
changing faster than at any previous time. As aresult, education obtained at a particular moment becomes less applicable in
practice within a few years. Traditional skills have become inadequate, and even today’s skills are gradually becoming
unsuitable for the future. Therefore, education, teaching methods, and curricula must be updated and made fit for the times,
which remains a continuous challenge. In such a situation, a modern and up-to-date education system has become
indispensable. The challenge in education is even more difficult than in other sectors because citizens must be prepared for
both the present and the future through appropriate education. To adapt to arapidly changing society and to remain prepared
at al times, comprehensive education based on lifelong learning is essential. Hence, in the contemporary world, there is no
alternative to science-based and time-appropriate education at all levels.
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