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Foreign Service

The Foreign Service, a name that evokes visions of faraway places represents a country’s interests abroad and works to
maintain peaceful and cooperative relations with other nations. A career in the Foreign Service can offer excitement,
challenge, and the satisfaction of serving one's country. The Foreign Service is first and foremost a diverse corps of
professionals dedicated to representing their country’s interests and responding to the needs of its citizens abroad.

Diplomacy

Diplomacy is the art and science of maintaining peaceful relationships between nations, groups, or individuals. People who
practice diplomacy are called diplomats. Diplomats try to help their own country, encourage cooperation between nations,
and maintain peace. Guided by the prudence of diplomats, diplomacy builds bridges between states, through wisdom,
dialogue, and mutual respect.

History of Diplomacy

The art of diplomacy began in ancient times. Treaties between different cities in Mesopotamia in what is now Iraq date back
to 2850 B.C.E. Leaders of Egypt and Canaan (an ancient country in the Middle East) exchanged diplomatic letters in the 14"
century B.C. Writing on the walls of ancient Mayan buildings in what is now Mexico indicates that Mayan cities exchanged
diplomats. Embassies were first established in northern Italy in the 14 century.

For most of history, diplomacy was concerned with bilateral relations, or negotiations between two nations. A country
or region often had dozens of trade or border agreements, each limited to a single other country or region. Bilateral relations
are still a very common form of diplomacy.

In the 20™ century, diplomacy expanded. Today, the United Nations (UN), an international organization that works to promote
cooperation and settle conflicts among nations, plays a large role in diplomacy. The General Assembly, the main body of the
UN, has 195 members.

Diplomacy also grew to include summit meetings. Summits are meetings between top government officials. Summits can be
between national leaders, such as presidents or prime ministers. Economic summits often involve business leaders as well as
treasury secretaries or trade ministers.

Camp David, in the U.S. state of Maryland, is the site of many summits between American presidents and foreign leaders. In
1978, President Jimmy Carter held an important summit with Egyptian President Anwar Al-Sadat and Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin. Egypt and Israel had been in conflict for more than 30 years. Often, as during the Six Day War of
1967, the conflict was violent. The summit between Carter, Al-Sadat, and Begin resulted in the so-called “Camp David
Accords.” This established the basis for the Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty. Begin and Al-Sadat shared the Nobel Peace Prize in
1979, and the treaty is still enforced today. The Camp David Accords are considered a triumph of diplomacy.

Diplomacy also involves large international conferences. Like summits, international conferences are usually attended by
heads of state or other national leaders. Conferences are usually much larger in scope—dozens of leaders may meet to
discuss migration or border issues, trade, or the environment.

How Diplomacy Works

Diplomacy is accomplished by negotiation and bargaining. Usually, each group in a negotiation will ask for more than they
expect to get. They then compromise, or give up some of what they want, in order to come to an agreement. Often, an outside
diplomat will help with the negotiations. For example, Martti Ahtisaari, a Finnish diplomat working for the UN, helped
Namibia gain independence from South Africa in 1990.

Sometimes, one side in a negotiation refuses to compromise. When this happens, others involved in the negotiation may
use diplomatic sanctions. Diplomatic sanctions involve the reduction or removal of all embassy staff from the offending
country. Lighter diplomatic sanctions may involve the refusal of a president to visit the offending country or meet with its
leaders. Nicaragua cut off all diplomatic relations with Israel, for instance, in 2010. Nicaragua was protesting Israel’s attack
on a shipment of aid to the Gaza Strip.

Countries may also threaten to use economic sanctions or penalties. In 2006, many countries agreed not to trade with North
Korea in an effort to stop the country from illegally testing nuclear weapons.

Other times, diplomats threaten to use force if a settlement is not reached. In 1990, Iraq invaded the neighboring country of
Kuwait. When Iraq refused to leave Kuwait, the United Nations approved a military response. A coalition, or group of nations
working together, fought the Iraqi army, forcing them out of Kuwait.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs formulates and executes the foreign policy of the Government of Banglduesiore
guidancdor policy formulation comes from threlevant section of the Constitution of Bangladésldeveloping the external

policy of the Republic, the Ministry draws from the laws of the land, acts of the Parliament, international treaties that
Bangladesh is atateparty to and other customary sourdesdischarging its functions, the Ministry follows the provisions

of the Rules of Business of the Government of Bangladesh. The Foreign Ministry represstatstthéoreign governments

and international organizations through8&missions acrosthe globe. The Ministr§ goalsareto develop and maintain
friendly relations with othestatesand foster cooperation with developed, developargl least developed countries, and
various regional, subegional, political and economic group3he Ministry pursues Banglade$§hexternal economic and
trade interests, promotes its culture abroad, and disseminates information to foreign cous#fiegudtrds the legal rights

and promoteshe interests of its citizens and other legal entities in foreign countries. The Ministry discharges its diverse
duties through its headquarters in Dhaka and through its netwamlssibns albwad. The work of thaministry is conducted

by a number of wings. These divisions gather, analyze and process informseattiprioritiesand draw up options according

to the allocation of their individual areas and responsibilities.

Foreign Policy of Bangladesh

The Foreign Policy of Bangladegimanates fronthe following provisions of theconstitutionof the Peopl& Republic of
BangladeshArticle 25: promotion ofnternationalpeacesecurityand solidarity.

The State shall base its international relations on the principles of respect for national sovereignty and equality, non
interference in the internal affairs of other countries, peaceful settlement of international disputes, and respetitionadter
law and the principles enunciated in the United Nations Charter, and on the basis of those princigles shall
(a) Strive for the renunciation of the use of force in international relations and for general and complete disarmament;
(b) Uphold the right of every people freely to determine and build up its own social, economic and political system by
ways and means of its own free choice; and
(c) Support oppressed peoples throughout the world waging a just struggle against imperialism, cqloniaisedism.
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identity, international recognition, and peaceful coexistence. The new nation emphasized principles suafigrsmant,

support forglobal peace, decolonization, and respect for international law. Bangladesh joined the United (N&t)ans

1974 and actively engaged in the Naligned Movemeni{NAM) and the Organization of Islamic Cooperati@iC) to

strengthen its position globalgnd regionally.

During the 1980s and 1990s, the focus of foreign policy shifted from ideological solidarity to economic and regional
cooperation. Bangladesh became a founding member of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in
1985, aiming to enhanaggional connectivity and collaboration. The country diversified its bilateral relations, fostering
cooperation with India, China, the United States, and countries in the Middle East. Economic liberalization and participation
in global financial institutins further integrated Bangladesh into the international system.

In the 2000s, Bangladesh adopted a more pragmatic and strategic approach. Economic diplomacy emerged as a key tool to
promote trade, attract foreign direct investment, and expand labor markets abroad. Relations with India improved in areas
such as trade ditation, connectivity, and energy cooperation. At the same time, China became a significant partner in
infrastructure development through larggale projects, including those aligned with the Belt and Road Initiative. Bangladesh

also strengthened paérships with Japan, ASEAN nations, the European Union, and the United St&tés. FR X QW U\TV JOI
profile rose through its leadership in climate diplomacy and its role as one of the top contributors to United Nations
peacekeeping operations. These efforts enhanced its soft power and global reputation. The influx of over one million
Rohingya refugees from Myanmar since 2017 presented a major foreign policy challenge, requiring sustained diplomatic
engagement with regional and global actors.

In recent years, Bangladesh has taken steps to align its foreign policy with emerging global and regional trends. The
publication of the InddPacific Outlook in 2023 indicated a focus on strategic balance, maritime security, economic
integration, and adhence to international norms. Amid increasing geopolitical competition in the region, Bangladesh
continues to pursue a balanced, mditectional foreign policy aimed at safeguarding national interests and promoting
sustainablelevelopment.
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